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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

Derbyshire, UK – 2nd October 2024 

Arts Derbyshire Secures Tender to Deliver 

Transformational Arts Programme for Derbyshire 

Arts Derbyshire is thrilled to announce that we have been awarded the 

tender to deliver in partnership with creative placemaking organisation Local 

(Glossop) a dynamic programme of arts events under the banner of 

Derbyshire Makes. This initiative, spearheaded by Derbyshire County Council, 

forms the cornerstone of the Derbyshire Cultural Framework, aimed at 

fostering a more connected and resilient creative and cultural sector, which 

in turn will benefit the wider Derbyshire economy.  

Arts Derbyshire will work across six hub areas throughout the county to 

create unique local programmes of activity that will feed into an overarching 

three year countywide festival programme. We will be working with the 

following key cultural organisations to deliver this significant project. People 

Express (Swadlincote), Make Shift (Heanor), Cromford Mills (Cromford, 

Wirksworth, Matlock), Junction Arts (Chesterfield and Bolsover) and High 

Peak Community Arts (Glossop). These organisations in turn will be working 

with their local partners to ensure Derbyshire Makes has as wide an impact 

as possible.  

 

http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
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Derbyshire Makes: Strengthening the Cultural Offering in Derbyshire 

Thanks to the Place Partnership award of £780,000 from Arts Council, and 

secured by Derbyshire County Council, Derbyshire Makes is a flagship project 

designed to weave together the rich tapestry of Derbyshire's creative 

community. Through this project, we will offer a diverse range of arts 

events and activities that celebrate local talent, engage communities, and 

attract visitors from far and wide. Our goal is to highlight the county's vibrant 

cultural scene and contribute to the economic vitality of the region. 

 

A Vision for a Connected and Resilient Sector 

As a lead organisation for this programme, Arts Derbyshire will collaborate 

closely with local artists, cultural institutions, and community groups to curate 

an inclusive and inspiring array of events. These will include workshops, 

performances, exhibitions, and festivals, all aimed at showcasing the unique 

artistic expressions of Derbyshire's residents. By nurturing partnerships and 

encouraging participation, we aim to build a more interconnected and robust 

creative sector that can withstand challenges and thrive in the long term. 

 

Boosting the Local Economy 

The Derbyshire Makes project is not only about celebrating culture but also 

about driving economic growth. By drawing attention to the county's cultural  

http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
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assets and enhancing its attractiveness as a destination for arts and culture, 

we anticipate a positive ripple effect on local businesses and tourism. The 

programme will create opportunities for artists, stimulate local spending, and 

enhance the overall quality of life for Derbyshire's residents. 

Quotes 

Chair of Arts Derbyshire, Debi Hedderwick, shared her excitement: 

“At Arts Derbyshire our aim is to support artists and arts organisations across 

the county in order to create and sustain a thriving arts ecology that enables 

everyone to participate in and benefit from being involved in arts practise. 

So we are absolutely thrilled to have been awarded the Derbyshire Makes 

contract that will do exactly that!” 

“It will be a privilege to work with the excellent and vibrant hub 

organisations to achieve our mutual aims and find new and exciting ways to 

involve people in creative and inspiring projects.” 

Stephen Munn, Director, Arts Derbyshire, says: “Arts Derbyshire is delighted 

to be part of this important and innovative new project to be delivered 

across our county over the next three years. Winning this tender is a 

significant milestone for Arts Derbyshire. We are eager to embark on this 

journey working with local artists, cultural partners and audiences to help 

create an even more vibrant cultural landscape that benefits everyone in 

Derbyshire." 
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Councillor Barry Lewis, Leader of Derbyshire County Council, said: 

“Derbyshire has a proud history of making, from textiles produced at 

Arkwright’s cotton mills in Cromford – the birthplace of the Industrial 

Revolution – to sweet treats such as our famous Bakewell pudding, pottery 

thrown at Denby and even design innovation at the forefront of global 

engineering giants Rolls-Royce and Toyota based in the south of the county.  

“Making, creativity and culture helps to bring communities together, animate 

high streets, support town centre regeneration, boost the local economy 

including tourism, safeguard traditional skills and crafts and support local 

creative businesses.” 

“I’m pleased that with the help of funding from Arts Council England, we’re 

able to bring this exciting programme of events to our communities to get 

more people involved in creative arts and learn about the important role 

making plays in the Derbyshire story, not just in our past but also our 

present and future.”   

Peter Knott, Midlands Area Director at Arts Council England, said: “We’re 

delighted to be investing £780,000 in Derbyshire Makes through our Place 

Partnership programme, thanks to National Lottery players.  

“Culture can play a vital role in bringing people together, providing 

opportunities for people to develop skills and boosting the local economy, 

and we look forward to seeing how this investment helps to make a 

difference to people across Derbyshire.” 

http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
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For more information about Derbyshire Makes and upcoming events, please 

contact editor@artsderbyshire.org.uk  

 

– ENDS – 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: Debbie Porter at Destination Digital, 

debbie@destination-digital.co.uk  

 

Follow us on x.com: @ArtsDerbyshire 

Like us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/artsderbyshire/ 

Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/artsderbyshire  

Visit our website: www.artsderbyshire.org.uk 

 

Note to Editors: High-resolution images and additional information are 

available upon request. 

 

 

NOTES FOR THE EDITOR 

 

About Arts Derbyshire 

 

Arts Derbyshire is a dynamic organisation dedicated to promoting creativity, 

inclusivity, and cultural vibrancy across the county. Through partnerships, 

events, and advocacy, we champion the arts as a force for positive change. 

 

http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
mailto:editor@artsderbyshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@artsderbyshire.org.uk
mailto:debbie@destination-digital.co.uk
https://twitter.com/ArtsDerbyshire
https://www.instagram.com/artsderbyshire/
https://www.facebook.com/artsderbyshire
https://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
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● Our vision is for a vibrant, connected and resilient arts ecology that 

enriches the lives of people in Derbyshire. 

● Our mission is to provide strategic direction for arts development in 

Derbyshire, building on the unique creative, cultural, natural and 

heritage assets of our county. 

 

Arts Derbyshire is the strategic arts charity for our county and is at the 

heart of Derbyshire’s creative sector. We have over 1250 artists and cultural 

organisations as Network Members.  

Arts Derbyshire is dedicated to promoting and supporting the arts across the 

county. We believe in the transformative power of the arts to inspire, 

educate, and bring communities together. Our commitment to nurturing 

creativity and fostering a thriving cultural environment aligns perfectly with 

the goals of Derbyshire Makes. 

We take pride in our vision, in the work we are doing together as an arts 

community and in our trustees who represent our creative county. 

www.artsderbyshire.org.uk 

 

 

About Derbyshire Makes 

 

Derbyshire Makes aims:   

● To produce a collaborative, countywide programme activating 

museums, archives and heritage sites, whilst connecting arts 

organisations, libraries, adult education, schools, Local Cultural Education  

http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
mailto:editor@artsderbyshire.org.uk
http://www.artsderbyshire.org.uk/
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Partnerships, designer makers, Further Education & Higher Education, 

manufacturers and audiences through the theme of creative innovation 

and making. 

● To showcase Derbyshire’s rich heritage of making and innovation 

through animating its unique collections, artefacts and stories as the 

source of inspiration for creative, commercial and community 

engagement.  

● To celebrate the wealth of place-based creativity taking place across 

the county, in towns and villages, within homes and communities 

through a connected, networked and mobile programme. 

● To nurture creative potential and build skills for a sustainable future. 

● To develop a stronger cultural sector through collaboration between 

the independent, private, not for profit and authority sectors. 

 

 

About Arts Council England  

Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and 

culture. We have set out our strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 

we want England to be a country in which the creativity of each of us is 

valued and given the chance to flourish and where every one of us has 

access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences. From 2023 

to 2026 we will invest over £467 million of public money from Government 

and an estimated £250 million from The National Lottery each year to help 

support the sector and to deliver this vision. This year the National Lottery 

will celebrate 30 years of supporting good causes in the United Kingdom  
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through raising £49 billion and awarding over 690,000 individual grants since 

the first draw was held in 1994. Visit our website to learn more. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk  
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